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LIFE-LONG FOOTBALL LOVER 

SOMEWHERE ALONG THE WAY EU LAW TEXTBOOKS 
TOOK PLACE OF FOOTBALL MAGAZINES 

HUGE PRIVILEGE TO WORK ON EUROPEAN AFFAIRS 
ON BEHALF OF EUROPEAN FOOTBALL 

MOTIVATING TO WORK IN AN ORG/MODEL THAT IS 
COMMITTED TO SOCIETAL OBJECTIVES 

STILL REMEMBER WHERE I FIRST PLAYED. WISH I 
COULD STILL PLAY ☺

About me



Context 

• Continued recognition of specific characteristics and legitimate objectives – not a fundamental
challenge to specificity

• Increasing scrutiny on how objectives and corresponding rules are developed, evidenced and
justified

• Leading to real change in governance consequences from EU sport law developments

• Shift towards SGB legitimacy through process, evidence and stakeholder participation



Point 1 – Evidence and process matter (more than ever?) 

Bosman asked whether sport was 
subject to EU law. 

The modern cases increasingly ask 
how sporting autonomy should be 

exercised within EU law. 



Point 2 – From litigation to social dialogue (globally?) 

Diarra did not ultimately 
produce a purely legal 
solution.

It produced a governance 
solution. 



Point 3 – Representativeness as the next big thing? 

How far does consultation need to 
extend before governance becomes 
effective? And how far can it extend 

before governance becomes 
impossible?



Conclusion 

• Challenge for European sport is no longer 
proving that it is special – debate is largely 
settled

• Key is ensuring special characteristics are 
governed in a way that commands trust

• The future of sport governance will depend 
not only on the legitimacy of its rules, but on 
the legitimacy of the processes that create 
them "The goal is to make UEFA a 

place where the football 
family can disagree 

constructively while still 
moving forward together."



Thank you 
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