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WE CARE ABOUT FOOTBALL




About me

LIFE-LONG FOOTBALL LOVER

SOMEWHERE ALONG THE WAY EU LAW TEXTBOOKS
TOOK PLACE OF FOOTBALL MAGAZINES

HUGE PRIVILEGE TO WORK ON EUROPEAN AFFAIRS
ON BEHALF OF EUROPEAN FOOTBALL

MOTIVATING TO WORK IN AN ORG/MODEL THAT IS
COMMITTED TO SOCIETAL OBJECTIVES

STILL REMEMBER WHERE | FIRST PLAYED. WISH |
COULD STILL PLAY ©



Context

Continued recognition of specific characteristics and legitimate objectives — not a fundamental
challenge to specificity

Increasing scrutiny on how objectives and corresponding rules are developed, evidenced and
justified

Leading to real change in governance consequences from EU sport law developments

Shift towards SGB legitimacy through process, evidence and stakeholder participation



Point 1 - Evidence and process matter (more than ever?)

b FA RULE K ARBITRATION AWARD

e PUBLISHED FOLLOWING
PROCEEDINGS BY FOOTBALL
AGENCIES

PRESS RELEASE No 203/23
Luxembourg, 21 December 2023

Judgment of the Court in Case C-333/21 | European Superleague Company

European Leagues statement on the new solidarityA
mechanism implemented by UEFA for its club
competitions

award has been i today ing the p gs by football
tional Football Agent i [NFAR] i i

&1 | STATEMENT

EUROPEAN New solidarity mechanism
LEATURS

! | Bosman asked whether sport was
e |mp|am_el:|ted by UEFA for its club .
e subject to EU law.

The modern cases increasingly ask
how sporting autonomy should be
exercised within EU law.




Point 2 - From litigation to social dialogue (globally?)

@ rrero | FIFA

-

Feyy FIFPRO
d EUROPE
iy EU Sectoral Social Dialogue Committee for Professional Football .
A FIFA and FIFPRO sign landmark

Resolution of European social partners on the key principles a g reement to us he LAl
of the football transfer system and its reform era of collaboration and

player representation in
global football governance

THE LASSANA

European football unites behind key

FIFPRO STATEMENT @ principles of the football transfer system
JUDGEMENT OF THE ECJ IN THE CASE and its reform

OF LASSANA DIARRAS FF Diarra did not ultimately

The European Court of Justice (ECJ) has ruled that a O k" 3 pI’OdUCG a pU rely Iegal

central part of the FIFA transfer system, in place since ] , ”

2001, constitutes a restriction of competition by object / s | .

and a violation of the free movement of workers. On = - \ \ : SO Utlon.
behalf of professional football players worldwide,

FIFPRO welcomes these findings.

The ECJ has just handed down a major ruling on the e r e o L X Q& ") : ' / 1
regulation of the labour market in football (and, more . - g V § X \ e ' N - |t prOd Uced a governa nce

generally, in sport), which will change the landscape of

professional football. | ) : \ X SOlUtIOﬂ.

In this case, Lassana Diarra and FIFPRO/FIFPRO
Europe/UNFP were up against FIFA and the Belgian

Football Federation. 2 . 1 : Regulations on the Status

FIFPRO/FIFPRO Europe/UNFP will communicate in more and Transfer of Players
detail after analysing the ruling in depth. [ lanuary 2027 |



Point 3 — Representativeness as the next big thing?

UNION OF
. EUROPEAN EXECUTIVE BOARD STRATEGY NEWS & MEDIA CONTACT US
CLUBS

UEC submits Position Paper
to European Commission on
football governance and

solidarity

In its January 2026 Position Paper to the European Commission,
the UEC warned that structural failures in football governance
continue to undermine solidarity and competfitive balance. With
economic concentration increasing across the game, the
organisation called for stronger scrutingy and more effective European
redistribution mechanisms to protect clubs throughout the football

Syrmid Commission

Fifa ‘promoting fake unions' in player welfare ) L &/Cope
consultation, says Fifpro

World players' union angered after not being invited to Morocco meeting convened by
governing body.

How far does consultation need to
@ o | = extenc.:l before governance becomes
effective? And how far can it extend
before governance becomes
impossible?




Conclusion

Aleksander Ceferin: 'Better
decisions come from

e Challenge for European sport is no longer listening’
proving that it is special — debate is largely
settled

« Key is ensuring special characteristics are
governed in a way that commands trust

« The future of sport governance will depend
not only on the legitimacy of its rules, but on
the legitimacy of the processes that create
them

"The goal is to make UEFA a
place where the football
family can disagree
constructively while still
moving forward together."




WE CARE ABOUT FOOTBALL
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