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VISIT TO THE PALAIS DE JUSTICE 
FRIDAY 20 SEPTEMBER, 8.50AM TO 11AM 

THE VISIT 
This year’s court visit is to the spectacular Palais de Justice designed by Sir Richard Rogers and his team, 
which houses the Tribunal Judiciare de Bordeaux. The visit will involve both a tour of the building itself 
and a meeting with a representative of the court.  

PRACTICAL DETAILS 
Please meet at the Palais de Justice at 8.50am on Friday with an ID document. The address is 30 rue 
des Frères Bonie and the precise location can be viewed here or please see the map below: 

After the visit has concluded, we will return to the Ibis for coffee. The next panel session will then 
commence at 11.30am. 

IT IS EXTREMELY IMPORTANT THAT YOU BRING ID OR YOU WILL NOT BE ALLOWED ENTRY INTO THE COURT. 

SHARE YOUR EXPERIENCE @theeuropeancircuit @europeanbar1 
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DARREN LEHANE SC VICE CHAIR OF THE BAR OF IRELAND 

Darren Lehane SC is Vice-Chair of the Council of the Bar of Ireland. He was 
called to the Bar in 2004 and was appointed Senior Counsel in 2020. He was 
called to the Bar of England & Wales in 2015 and is a MCIArb. He practises in 
commercial and public law. He specialises in maritime, constitutional and 
inquiry law. He has represented core participants before, or in connection with, 
the Moriarty Tribunal, the Planning Tribunal, the Smithwick Tribunal, the 
Disclosures Tribunal and the IBRC Commission of Investigation. He is currently 
Lead Counsel to the NAMA Commission of Investigation and is Counsel to the 
Defence Forces at the Defence Forces Tribunal of Inquiry.  Darren is President of 
the Irish Maritime Law Association. He is a member of the Board of the Charities 
Regulatory Authority and a non-executive director of the Galway Port 
Company. He is a member of the International Working Group on Limitation of 
Liability of the Comité Maritime International. He is Chair of the Appeals Panel 
for the Remediation of Dwellings Damaged by the use of Defective Concrete 
Blocks Grant Scheme.  Darren is a member of the Advanced Advocacy 
Committee of the Bar of Ireland and is currently Vice-Chair of the Committee. 
He was a member of faculty at the South Eastern Circuit Bar Mess Foundation 
Tim Dutton CBE KC Advanced International Advocacy Course held at Keble 
College, Oxford in 2022, 2023 and 2024. 

ROBERT NĚMEC, PRESIDENT OF THE CZECH BAR ASSOCIATION 
Robert Němec is a partner at PRK Partners specialising in commercial litigation 
& arbitration, banking, mergers & acquisitions, insolvency & restructuring. Robert 
is an attorney at law & President of the Czech Bar Association. He is an arbitrator 
of the Arbitration Court attached to the Economic Chamber of the Czech 
Republic & Agricultural Chamber of the Czech Republic. He has also been 
named an arbitrator of the Vienna International Arbitral Centre (VIAC). He is a 
member of the International Bar Association. Robert is consistently ranked 
among leading practitioners in the areas of banking & finance & dispute 
resolution by respected legal directories, such as IFLR1000, the European Legal 
500 & Chambers Europe & Chambers Global. In addition, Best Lawyers named 
him Banking & Finance Lawyer of the Year 2012. Robert is also listed & 
recommended in the areas of banking & finance, dispute resolution, mergers & 
acquisitions, corporate law & TMT in various other directories & publications, 
including Chambers Europe, Expert Guides & Legal Experts. 
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CARLOS VILLACORTA, MANAGING PARTNER, BCVLEX MADRID 
Carlos Villacorta Salís is a Spanish lawyer specialising in international law, comparative 
law, personal injury and consumer law. In the aviation field his firm has represented over 
3,000 clients, family members of nearly 1,000 passengers affected by more than 30 
accidents. Over his career, he has focused on defective products litigation, in cases 
such as the BAL/DHL midair collision over Lake Konstanz (Germany). His work also covers 
other areas of cross-border personal injury litigation. In the area of consumer law, he is 
one of the leading litigators in the “dieselgate” cases, where he currently co-represents 
more than 7.000 clients in judicial actions in Germany and Spain. He is a member of the 
AAJ (Governor), Peopil, Global Justice Network Ltd (Board member) and Legal Abroad 
(Partner). He is also member of the Board of the Civil Liability & Insurance Section of the 
Madrid Bar Association (ICAM), former Vice-president of AEDAE (Spanish Association of 
Air and Space Law) and member of the Board of Directors of ANAVA-RC. Carlos also 
teaches on the Advanced Course in Aviation and Space Law at the Universidad 
Pontificia de Comillas (ICADE), and often collaborates with other universities such as 
McGill University, the University of Alicante, Universidad Carlos III, among others. He is 
also an altruistic Mentor in the mentoring program of the University of Nebrija (Madrid). 
He has recently participated in the Peopil’s tort reform group, who has developed an 
extensive position paper in relation to the new European Product Liability Directive, as 
well as the Artificial Intelligence (AI) Regulation. 
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SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES: RECENT ELECTIONS IN 
FRANCE, UK AND THE EU AND THEIR IMPACT ON LAW 

 

 

EVANNA FRUITHOF, GENERAL COUNCIL OF THE BAR OF ENGLAND & WALES, BRUSSELS 
Evanna Fruithof was called to the Bar in 1985. She practised from chambers in 
6 Pump Court, London, until her 1990 move to Brussels. During 1990 and 1991 she 
worked in DG Competition, European Commission, for most of that time within its 
then newly created Merger Task Force. From 1992 to 1994, Evanna worked as a 
Competition lawyer for Freshfields Solicitors, in both their London and Brussels offices. 
Evanna also spent a couple of years as Events Manager and Deputy Director of a 
Brussels-based EU political think-tank. She was appointed to establish the Bar 
Council’s Brussels Office in 1999, from which date she has held her current position 
as its Consultant Director, providing this service through her own consultancy 
company.  She is the eyes, ears and mouthpiece of the Bar in Brussels, organising, 
attending and on occasion, speaking at meetings and events on its behalf, and 
giving evidence to external inquiries. Evanna has run the Bar’s EU Law Committee 
since its founding in 2003 and is a member of the Bar’s Future Relationship (formerly 
Brexit Working) Group, the Bar European Group and the European Circuit.  Evanna 
is regularly invited to speak at events organised by these and other SBAs.  She 
develops the Bar’s Brussels office newsletter, Brussels News, and is an occasional 
contributor to other Bar publications. Evanna was made a Bencher of the Middle 
Temple in 2015. 

 

JAMES ONALAJA, 187 CHAMBERS 
James Onalaja is a criminal and regulatory barrister practising from 187 Chambers, 
Temple, London. His practise focuses on: serious, complex and violent crimes 
including matters with transnational, international criminal law and human rights 
complexities. He is admitted to the lists of counsel of the International Criminal Court 
(ICC) and the Kosovo Specialist Chambers (KSC). He recently completed a posting 
in The Hague with the ICC’s Office of Public Counsel for the Defence, assisting with 
its duties of representing, protecting and promoting the interests of the defence and 
providing representation for unrepresented suspects. He conducts international trial 
monitoring and reporting on behalf of EuroMed Rights and the Bar Human Rights 
Committee. He is a member of the International Criminal Court Bar Association 
(ICCBA) Legal Advisory Committee and the former Chair of its Amicus Committee.    
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DANIEL JONES, DLA PIPER 
Daniel Jones is a Senior Associate in DLA Piper’s Trade & Government Affairs team 
based in London.  He advises sovereigns, international organisations and corporate 
clients on a wide range of international trade/WTO and public international law 
matters. Prior to the recent UK General Election, Daniel was seconded to the Official 
Opposition, where he provided policy and legislative advice to shadow ministers.   
He sits on the executive committee of the Society of Labour Lawyers, a think tank 
and affiliated socialist society to the UK Labour Party. 

 

ALASTAIR SUTTON, BRICK COURT CHAMBERS 

Alastair Sutton has worked on the law of European integration and international 
trade law for 57 years, first as an academic at University College London (1967–
1973), then as an official of the European Commission (1973–1989) and finally as a 
practitioner in Brussels and London from 1989 until now. He advised the UK 
Government (in the Civil Service College) during the UK’s accession to the (then) 
EC (1970–1973). Since 2016, he has advised clients on the UK’s process of withdrawal 
from the EU, on the international trade law implications of the EU-UK Trade and 
Cooperation Agreement (TCA), as well as the UK’s renewed (independent) 
membership of the World Trade Organisation (WTO). Since 1967, he has also taught 
and practised international trade law. As a Commission official from 1973 until 1985, 
Alastair was Commission negotiator for the GATT Multifibres Arrangement (1974) and 
related bilateral agreements with exporting countries in Asia, South America and 
Central Europe. He was the lead negotiator in the first bilateral agreements 
concluded by the EC with Poland, Hungary and Romania. He was also a 
Commission negotiator for the anti-dumping, subsidy-countervailing duties and 
safeguards agreements in the GATT Tokyo Round. Since leaving the Commission in 
1989, Alastair has advised clients on WTO law, including international trade in 
services. Between 1979 and 1985, Alastair Sutton was the legal adviser to the Vice 
President of the European Commission (Lord Cockfield), dealing with the internal 
and external aspects of the Single Market. Subsequently, he was Head of Division 
for Insurance under Vice President Sir Leon Brittan. Alastair’s practice over the last 
33 years, as an English barrister and Belgian avocat, has reflected his broad-ranging 
experience as an EU official, focusing largely on internal market and international 
trade issues. In 2022, Alastair was awarded recognising his 50 years’ work as a 
barrister/avocat since his Call by the Middle Temple in 1972 and his contribution, 
as a European official, academic and lawyer, to the post-War reconstruction 
of Europe. 
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INTERESTED IN JOINING THE CIRCUIT? 
 

 
We hope very much that you enjoy this year’s Annual Conference and warmly invite you to consider 
joining the Circuit.  

 

ABOUT THE EUROPEAN CIRCUIT 
 
The European Circuit has evolved from its beginnings as a formal Circuit of the Bar of England and 
Wales to become an association of legal professionals across a broad definition of Europe, including 
the EU and all Council of Europe Member States. Members generally practise in the areas of dispute 
resolution and advocacy and share a common interest in European legal issues and cross-border 
practice. We now have active members in at least a dozen European countries and have cordial 
relations with the bar associations of many others. 

The European Circuit holds regular seminars and round tables – mostly in English – in different 
jurisdictions, dealing with matters of relevance to its members. We also hold an annual conference in 
cooperation with local bar associations. In recent years we have been warmly welcomed by the bars 
in Prague, Lisbon, Rome, Madrid and Brussels, among others. We have also held dedicated events on 
topics including competition and commercial law, population movement, navigating sanctions, 
advocacy before the European courts (the Court of Justice of the EU, the European Court of Human 
Rights and others), and the UK/EU Trade and Cooperation Agreement. 

The Circuit provides a forum for its members to: 

• Seek solutions to common problems in cross-border practice; 
• Exchange knowledge and experience of European legal issues and practical aspects of cross-

border work; 
• Offer a point of liaison with the local bar in jurisdictions where members wish to operate in 

collaboration with other practitioners; and 
• Promote more widely the services of barristers and other specialist advocates and dispute-

resolution practitioners to the wider European legal profession and other potential clients. 

For more information or to join the Circuit, please go to www.europeancircuit.com.  
 
 
 
 

SHARE YOUR EXPERIENCE  @theeuropeancircuit  @europeanbar1 
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European Circuit of the Bar 
 

NOTICE OF AGM 2024 
 
September 2024 
 
 
 
NOTICE is hereby given that the Annual General Meeting of the European Circuit of the Bar 
will take place on Friday 20 September 2024 at 5.30pm at the Ibis Bordeaux Centre Mériadeck, 
at the conclusion of the Circuit’s Annual Conference. 
 
The Agenda of the Meeting will be as follows:  
 

1. Report from the Circuit’s Leader, Michael Bowsher KC; 
2. Report from  Circuit’s Treasurer, Abigail Holt; 
3. Election of officers; 
4. Any other business. 

 
 
 

Hannah Godfrey 
Honorary Secretary 
 



Our online law services provide you with access 
to legal commentary and analysis from our 
books, case law, looseleafs and journals.

With 25 different practice areas supported, you 
can subscribe to services that suit your role.

Click here to view our range of online services 
or request a free trial

As part of your service, you will have a dedicated knowledge 
account manager, on hand to provide support such as bespoke 

walkthroughs suited to individuals or groups and platform 
assistance, as well as a monthly updates newsletter. 

Explore the
online law

services
through our
catalogue 

https://www.bloomsburyprofessional.com/uk/digital-resources/law-resources/
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https://www.bloomsburyprofessionalonline.com/
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